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1 • (currently amended) A network relay apparatus comprising: 

a routing information gathering unit for determining the maximum transmission unit of a 

transmission path along a route over which packets are to be transmitted; 

a combining unit for assembling a combined packet by combining packets up to a J e „ gt h 

that does not exceed the maximum transmission unit of said transmission path; and 

a routing processing unit for eluding a nHrh ^ . ^ , n „ , , ^ 

**m**in^^ ll]lits ^ rT _ 1itT nf fn , iM| paths ^ ^ 

^Amn^Ms^ ti n g a path having the largest maximum transmission unit as a path 
for said combined packet from among M^rm^l^y of transmission paths to the same 
d e$tinati oivwk emti 

2. (original) An apparatus according ,o claim 1, wh^in said combined packet carries as 
. destination address the adores, of an endpoint of*, route over which said packets are 
transmitted in combined form, said apparatus Anther comprising: 

a disassembling unit for disabling » received combined packet Into individual 
packets if the destination address of said received combined packet matches the address of said 
apparatus. 



3* - 4. (canceled) 
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5. (original) An apparatus according to claim , _ ^ a 

aHow/disauow dotermirdnguni, fordefcrmining, basedonapacket a.Mbu.e.whemerornotsaid 
combining unit should be made to combine packets. 

6. formal) An apparatus according to Cairn 1 , further comprising , reassembling unit 
for disassembling a received combined pacta into individual packets and reassembhng the same 
»,o a combine, packet of a length no, exceeding the maxim um unit „ fc ^ 
seated path if the length of said received combined packet excels said maximum Emission 



unit. 



7. (current,,, amended) A method of combining packets, comprising the steps of; 
determining the maximum transmission unit „f a t^^n path along a route over 
which packets are to be transmitted; 

assembling a combined packet by combining packets up to a tag* ma , does not ^ 
the maximum transmission unit of said transmission path; and 

excluding , pnt ll „| 0n| , „ rhMcsr m| „, . dealii|<|ri ^ 

the same destination; tmj 

seleotfng a path having ^largest maximum transmission unit as a path for said 
combined pack., from among afcre^ oloralilv of transmission paths w same 

destmationrwbet^fi— 

842169Sl_LDOC 



PAGE 4/8 > RCVD AT 5/18/2007 3:26:51 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTQ-EFXRF-1/18 * DNISOTOO * CSID:12129408987 1 DURATION (mm-ss):03-06 



MAY-18-2007 FRI 02:30 PM KATTEN HUCHIN ROSENMAN FAX NO. 12129408987 P. 05 



Serial No. 09/808,060 



8. (original) A method averting to claim 7, wherein .aid combined packet ™ as a 
destination address the address of an endpoin. of to row, over which said packets arc 
iransmittcd in combined fonn, said method further comprising the step of: 

disassembling a received combined pacta into individual packets if the destination 
address of said received combined packet matches toe address of an apparatus ,ha, received said 
combined packet. 

9. - 10. (canceled) 

1 1. (original) A method according to claim 7, further comprising the step of determining 
based on a packet attribute, whether to combine or no, combine packets. 

12. (originai) A method according to claim 7. further comprising the stop of 

se.ec.ed path if the .engm ofsaid received combmed packet exceeds said maximum transmission 

unit. 
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